CHURCH EVENTS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday - January 4

8:30 Worship & Communion, Rev. Linda Barnes preaching
10:00 Worship & Communion, Rev. Linda Barnes preaching
Blood Pressures Taken after Both Services
11:15 Junior Choir Rehearsal
11:45 Hand Chimes Rehearsal
12:30 Discipleship (Lounge)
Monday - January 5
10:15 Bible Study (Office)
7:00 Boy Scouts (Stage)
7:30 AA Meeting (Library)
Tuesday - January 6
10:30 Rev. Barnes leads Worship at Liberty Hall
3:30 Tai Chi (Stage)
Wednesday-January 7
10:00 My Brother’s Keeper (Jerusalem)
11:30 Staff Meeting (Office)
6:30 Tex Mix Study Group (Lounge)
7:30 AA Step Meeting (Library)
Thursday - January 8
10:00 AA (Library)
Friday - January 9
Saturday - January 10
9:00 AA/AI-Anon (Stage/Jerusalem/Library)
Sunday - January 11
8:30 Worship, Rev. Linda Barnes preaching
10:00 Worship, Rev. Linda Barnes preaching
11:15 Junior Choir Rehearsal
11:45 Hand Chimes Rehearsal

2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Time of Thanksgiving with Rev. Davida Crabtree at First
Congregational UCC, Main Street, Glastonbury

OFFICE HOURS You may reach the church administrative assistant (Tom Evans)
at the church office at 537-5189. Office hours are Monday through Thursday from
10:30 am-3:30 pm. Church office email colchesterfederate @sbcglobal.net. (note:
no second “d”). Rev. Linda Barnes’ email is Lubarnes6@sbcglobal.net. When no
one is in the office, you are welcome to call Rev. Barnes on her cell phone at 860-
334-6790.

Bulletin deadline is Tues. noon each week.
FEBRUARY Crier deadline is THURSDAY, JANUARY 22,

MOM'S GROUP

Mom's Group will not be gathering on January 5th, but will resume its usual
schedule of meeting (1st and 3rd Mondays of the month) on January 19th at 7pm
at Liza Ringuette's house.

TAI CHI CLASSES IN JANUARY

Tai chi is a wonderful exercise system that helps increase flexibility, improve
balance and manage stress. This is your chance take advantage of excellent
teaching in a relaxed but focused small class setting. Each Tues. from 3:30 to 4:45
p.m. George Hoffman from Silver Dragon Tai Chi teaches a class in our church
stage room. The cost is $72 for an 8-week cycle. (Scholarship help is available
from our church Mission of Wellness.)

Our new 8-week session begins Jan. 6, 2009. We need 3 more people in the class
to continue the program. So don’t delay! Sign up today. You are welcome to try
the first class without charge as an introduction to this exciting program. [Note from
Rev. Barnes: I've been doing tai chi for years, and love the opportunity of having a
class right here in our church.] For more information, call George at 742-5892 or
Rev. Barnes at church or 334-6790.

SHORELINE RINGERS CONCERT TODAY!

The Shoreline Ringers make a return appearance with "Music at Central" at 3pm
today at the Central Baptist Church in Norwich. Come celebrate Epiphany Sunday
with a concert of Christmas favorites as arranged for Handbells. The choir rings 5
octaves of Malmark handbells and 5+ octaves of Malmark handchimes. If you
attended their concert last year, you know that this concert promises fun for all. For
more information on the Shoreline Ringers visit: www.shorelineringers.org The
event is free and open to the public. A reception will follow.




WORSHIP AT THE COLCHESTER FEDERATED CHURCH
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Second Sunday after Christmas ~ Epiphany Sunday
January 4, 2009
8:30 a.m.

TOLLING OF THE BELLS
During the Prelude, those gathered in the Sanctuary prayerfully prepare for worship.

PRELUDE Meditation on “Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PASSING THE PEACE The Peace of Christ be with you... And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Arise, shine; for your light has come, the glory of God is shining on you!
People: Shadows shall cover the earth, but the brightness of God’s presence
iS upon us.
Leader: Nations will be drawn to your light and rulers to the dawning of your new day.
People: Look around and see what is happening: people are gathering to
come homel!
Leader: You will see this and be filled with joy; you will tremble with excitement.
People: Great caravans of camels will come, bringing gold and incense.
Everyone will tell the good news of what God has done!
*OPENING CAROL We Three Kings #66
PRAYER OF APPROACH AND CONFESSION
Leader: Loving God, we are filled with joy, and we tremble with excitement at the
good news of what you have done. You have come to us as a little baby, drawing us
to you as we are drawn to the trusting eyes of an infant.

People: As the wise ones did so long ago, we come to you in praise and thanks,
bringing the gifts of our love and our lives to you. We confess, however, that
we fall short of your vision for us. We take for granted or do not even see how
the brightness of your presence is with us, how your glory shines on us. We
think our gifts are not good enough, forgetting that you delight in the simplest

of our gifts. Forgive us, and awaken us to who we truly are: your people, one in
Christ—here to bring hope, peace, joy, and love to all. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: Our God is a loving and forgiving God. When we honestly see how we fall
short of God’s vision for us, God understands; God forgives. And God is always ready
to inspire us and guide us to become more like Jesus in all we think and do.

People: Praise be to God!

*GLORIA PATRI No. 579

SCRIPTURE Jeremiah 31:7-14 (p 641); Matthew 2:1-12 (p 783);
John 1:10-14 (p 862)
SERMON Another Road
*CAROL What Child Is This? #53

JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (trespasses)

CALL TO OFFERING AND OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY What can | give Him, poor as | am?
If | were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb;
If | were a wise man, | would do my part;

Yet what | can | give Him: Give my heart.

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Loving God, we bring to you our gifts, not only of money, but of something
special we would give to the Christ child if we could. Receive these gifts of our
time, our talents, our love and use them to bring joy and a blessing to others.
Amen.

*COMMUNION CAROL Down to Earth back of bulletin



CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION [Congregational responses in bold print.]:
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts,

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We thank you, God, Father and Mother of us all. From the beginning you made the
world and all its creatures; you made people to live for you and for each other.

We praise you, God.

God created Adam and Eve and gave them a garden; You showed Noah a rainbow;
You gave strength to Moses to free his people and taught Miriam to sing; You gave
courage to Esther and loyalty to Ruth. You helped David defeat the giant and gave
him a harp to sing with.

We praise you, God.

And yet even they turned away from you and forgot about you, as we do too. But you
did not forget. You sent your only child Jesus to the world to show how much you love
us and to bring us back to you again.

We praise you, God.

As one of us he came, at first a tender infant, then a child, a youth and an adult. He
rejoiced with those who rejoiced and wept with those who wept. To the despairing he
spoke a word of hope. To the sick he gave healing. To the rejected he was a friend.
And yet he was betrayed and nailed to a cross, But he was lifted from the grave and
restored to life, that he might be with us and we with him Alive for evermore!
Therefore, with all the saints, and with angels in the heavens, our hearts beat with
happiness and we sing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord Hosanna in the highest.

On the night before Jesus died, he had supper with his disciples: he took bread;
thanked you, as we have thanked you; broke the bread; and gave the bread to his
friends, saying, “Take this, all of you, and eat it. This is my body, given for you. Each
time you do this, remember me.” After supper he took the wine; thanked you for it,
and passed a cup of wine to his friends, saying, “This cup is the new promise God
has made with you in my blood. Each time you do this and drink from this cup,
remember me.” Remembering his death and celebrating his resurrection, we await
with hope his coming again to bring peace and justice to the earth.

Come, Lord Jesus.

We pray to you, God of love, send your Holy Spirit upon us and what we do here that
we, and these gifts, touched by your Spirit, may be signs of life and love to each
other, and to all the world. Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, God most holy, now and for ever.

Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD and SHARING OF THE CUP

These are gifts from God for you the people of God. This table is open for all
Christians who wish to know the presence of Christ and to all who seek to share in
the community of God’s people.

[This communion table is open to all. The elements are bread and grape juice. We
invite you to hold each element until all have received them so that we may
commune together].

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Most loving God, we thank you for giving us Jesus and sharing with us in his
holy meal. This time together helps us to grow as his disciples. Now we go out
with you to give ourselves to others, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

*CAROL Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow #50

POSTLUDE The Snow Lay on the Ground Denton

*Indicates that all who are able may stand.
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WARNING

The Baptist members of the Colchester Federated Church are hereby warned to
meet at their annual meeting to be held following the 10:00 a.m. church service on
Sunday, January 18, 2009, for the following purposes:

1. To elect officers for the coming year.

2. Discussion and approval of budgetary concerns.
3. Any other business suitable and proper to come before said meeting.

WARNING

Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church

The United Church of Christ membership of the Colchester Federated Church is hereby
warned to meet immediately following the 10:00 AM service on Sunday, January 18, 2009,
for the following purposes:

1. To hear and act on the reports of the church officers.

2. To elect officers for the ensuing year.

3. To discuss and act upon any other business suitable and proper to come
before said meeting.

WARNING

Colchester Federated Church
Annual Financial Meeting

The members of the Colchester Federated Church are hereby warned to meet at the
Annual Financial Meeting to be held on Sunday, January 25, 2009, for the following
purposes:

1. To discuss the budget as presented by the Ministry of Stewardship.

2. To accept or reject the budget for the year 2009.

3. To review and vote on the financial report for the year ending December 31,
2008.

4. Any other business suitable and proper to come before said meeting.

Mark E Bosse, Clerk

*** |n Appreciation ***

Today's greeters are the Cook Family. Justin and Alison were married in our
church 14 years ago. Alison grew up in the church and their 3 children have been
baptized here. Justin owns the Curtin Insurance Agency and Alison is a stay-at-
home mom and helps Justin in the agency. Justin coaches a soccer team and is in
the Rotary. Alison volunteers in school and leads a Girl Scout Troop. Noah, 9, is in
the 4™ grade, loves soccer and is a Boy Scout. Greta, 8, is in 3 grade, loves
soccer and is a Girl Scout. Liam, 4, also loves soccer and is in preschool. As a
family they enjoy playing with their golden retriever, Lucas, swimming in the pool
and at the beach.

The Ushers this week are Mitch & Lori Koziol at the 8:30 service and Martin and
Theodore Ball and Dylan Bausum at the 10:00 service.
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