
 
 

CHURCH EVENTS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Sunday -  December 21  
 8:30  Worship, Rev. Linda Barnes preaching 
 10:00  Worship, Candles and Carols Cantata 

 11:00  Youth Group Caroling 
(refreshments at  

   church after) 
       11:15       Junior Choir Rehearsal 
 12:30  Discipleship (Lounge) 
 
 Monday - December 22 
 10:15  Bible Study (Office) 
 7:00  Boy Scouts (Stage) 
 7:30  AA Meeting (Library) 
Tuesday - December 23 
 3:30  Tai Chi (Stage) 
Wednesday-December 24 – Christmas Eve 
 6:00  Family Christmas Eve Worship 
 7:30        AA Step Meeting (Library) 
 8:30  Special Music 
 9:00  Festival Christmas Eve Worship 
Thursday -  December 25 – Christmas Day 
   OFFICE CLOSED 
 10:00  AA  (Library)  
Friday -   December 26  
   Prep for Gym Painting (Masking) 
Saturday -  December 27 
   Gym Painting 
 9:00  AA/Al-Anon (Stage/Jerusalem/Library) 
 
Sunday -  December 28  
 8:30  Worship, Cheryl Anderson preaching 
 10:00  Worship, Cheryl Anderson preaching 
   No Sunday School 
  

OFFICE HOURS  You may reach the church administrative 
assistant (Tom Evans) at the church office at 537-5189. Office 
hours are Monday through Thursday from 10:30 am – 3:30 
pm. Church office email is colchesterfederate@sbcglobal.net.  
(note: no second “d”). Email for Rev. Linda Barnes is 
Lubarnes6@sbcglobal.net.  When the office is closed, you are 
welcome to call Rev. Barnes on her cell phone at 860-334-
6790. 
 

Bulletin deadline is Tues. noon each week. 
FEBRUARY Crier deadline is THURSDAY, JANUARY 22nd. 

 
PLEDGE CAMPAIGN STATUS: 

“The World of the Generous Gets Larger and Larger” 
    Thank-you to all those who have returned their pledge 
sheets and time and talent cards!  The following is a Pledge 
Campaign up-date as of Dec. 15th. 
 

1. We have now received 60 pledge commitments, 
including 8 new pledging units. 

2. Commitments received to date total $99,970. 
3. Compared to last year at this point, we had 62 

commitments received for a total of $117,298.   
4. A final total of 77 pledge commitments were received at 

the end of last year’s campaign for a total of $132,130. 
 
If you have not returned your pledge sheet and time and 
talent card, we would encourage you to do so at your 
earliest convenience in the offering plate or to the church 
office.  The Ministry of Stewardship is currently planning the 
2009 budget, and we need your support!  
 
   The campaign committee realizes that this is a difficult year 
economically. If all who are able can share in the financial 
responsibility, you will be helping to maintain our church 
building, support our staff, and support the invaluable ministry 
and missions of our church.  If you have further questions, 
please contact Steve Bradstreet, assistant treasurer, or Diane 
Capasso.   Thank-you! 



WORSHIP AT THE COLCHESTER FEDERATED CHURCH 
www.ColchesterFederatedChurch.org      Phone 537-5189 

Rev. Dr. Linda U. Barnes, Pastor 
Patricia Korenkiewicz, Director of Music 

Fourth Sunday of Advent ~ Christmas Sunday 
December 21, 2008  

8:30 a.m.   
 
PRELUDE                          Echo Noel                              D'Aquin 
             
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                           
       
PASSING THE PEACE     The Peace of Christ be with you…     
And also with you.             
         
UNISON CALL TO WORSHIP                           
God‘s great love encircles your world and joins together 
people from every direction. The light that is born in Jesus 
lights the paths of truth and peace for all. So come now 
open and ready to receive that love that is the light of the 
world. Come let us worship God. 
 
INVOCATION     
God of grace, like Mary, we prepare our hearts for the 
coming of your Holy Child. Help us to see the holy in the 
ordinary things around us. Help us to be filled with hope and 
trust, so that we, like Mary, may also do your will. Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN     O Come O Come Emmanuel                 #9 
                           
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF LOVE 
Leader: Today we light the fourth candle in our Advent wreath, 
the candle reminding us of God’s gift of love. Before we do that, 
let us remember the gifts of God symbolized by the other candles 
in the wreath: the light of hope, the light of peace, and the light of 
joy. (Again light the first three candles.) 
 
People: The fourth candle helps us to remember that God is 
Love.     (light the fourth candle.) 
 

Leader: The Bible tells us that it is because God loved the world 
so much that Jesus came. The angel Gabriel announced the 
pending birth to Mary, saying “Peace be with you! The Lord is 
with you and has greatly blessed you!” Mary was deeply 
troubled. She had many questions. It was a big responsibility. 
God had chosen Mary to help gift the world with love. Mary 
responds: “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be with me according to 
your word.” 
People: This fourth candle reminds us how much God loves 
us. Jesus was born into our world to show us how to love 
one another. 
Leader: Let us pray. 
UNISON PRAYER: God, thank you for loving us, and for 
sending us Jesus to teach us about your love. Help us to 
remember that your love will never come to an end. 
Strengthen us to love others as you love us. Amen 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC       Lo, How a Rose Purifoy      L. Barnes, flute 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
One: We are blessed, O God, for we gather together as your 
people, and know that you look at us with love. Help us to look at 
the world with your eyes. You love us and 
All: We rejoice in you! 
One: We are blessed, O God, for you sent your Child Jesus to us 
to teach us and care for us. Help us to care for those who are 
lonely or sick or afraid. You love us and 
All: We rejoice in you! 
One: We are blessed, O God, for you show us what is right: that 
the poor and the hungry have need of us, though we may be 
distracted by money and power. You are the guardian of the 
poor, you love us, and 
All: We rejoice in you! 
One: We are blessed, O God, for you keep your promises to our 
ancestors in faith, Abraham and Sarah, and to Mary, the mother 
of Jesus. You love us, and 
All: We rejoice in you! 
One: We are blessed in this Season of Advent, to think about the 
coming of Jesus, and in the coming days, to celebrate his birth 
two thousand years ago. In him, we learn that you love us, and 



All: We rejoice in you! 
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE 
Leader: One fact remains unchanging—God has loved us, is 
loving us, and will always love us. That is the good news that 
brings us new life. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI  
 
SCRIPTURE                Luke 1:26-38 (p 831) 
 
SERMON                      Birthing a Promise 
   
*HYMN                  People, Look East   vs. 1,4,5                   #12             
               
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (trespasses)   
 
CALL TO OFFERING AND OFFERTORY            
 
*DOXOLOGY                                       (tune  #591) 

All praise, eternal Christ, to thee  
       Whose Advent sets thy people free:  
        Once more upon thy people shine, 
       And fill the world with love divine.  Amen   
 
UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
Receive these gifts and use them by the power of your Spirit 
to spread your love throughout the world.  We pray in the 
name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN     Hark the Herald Angels Sing               #31                
 
*BENEDICTION     (Please form a circle in the center aisle.) 
 
POSTLUDE            Sing We Now of Christmas                 Boesch 
 
            *Indicates that all who are able please stand. 
 

 





 
*BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE           Sing We Now of Christmas                 Boesch  
            
                    *Indicates that all who are able please stand. 
 
 
 

 



COLCHESTER FOOD BANK  CHALLENGE 
This is the final collection week for our 
Food Bank Challenge!  Last week we 
collected 123 food items, bringing our 
total to 906 items.  With only 94 items 
left to collect, it looks like we are going 
to meet our goal of supplying 1,000 
items to the Colchester Food Bank 
before Christmas.  Thanks to everyone 
who contributed to this effort and made 
it a success.  A special thanks to Avis 
Hull who delivered all that food to the 
Food Bank each week!  Remember, just 
because the challenge drive is over, the 
needs of the Food Bank continue year 
round.  Collection baskets are always in 
the back of the church so let’s keep up 
the good work of providing this precious 

gift to those in need in our community throughout the year! 
 
Hunger Facts:  
 
One out of five children in Connecticut, 102,000 
youngsters, under the age of twelve, are hungry, or at risk 
of hunger. 
 
Working people make up 25% of those who need to use soup 
kitchens and food pantries. 
 
One out of every four people in a soup kitchen line is a child. 
 
A family of four with an annual household income of $21,300 is 
considered to be living ABOVE the poverty line! 
 
In the US, 11.7 million children live in households where people 
have to skip meals or eat less to make ends meet. 
 
More than 1 out of every 10 households in America either 
experiences or is at risk for hunger. 

 
CHRISTMAS MISSION GIVING 

The Christmas Giving Tree is in front of the church. We are 
collecting new socks, mittens and hats to be distributed first to 
Santa Anonymous of Colchester and Colchester Social 
Services, and then to agencies in the surrounding area. This 
year the need is great for children in grades 4 through 7 (kids 
sizes 8-13 or M,L,XL approximately). Please hang the items 
that you bring in on the tree.  
 

 
   
ALTERNATIVE 

HOLIDAY 
GIVING 

 Are you wondering 
what the perfect gift is 
for someone who is 
hard to buy for or 
doesn’t want anything? 
Are you looking for a 
gift that will help 
others? Stop by our 

Alternative Holiday Table today at coffee hour after the 10 am 
service and in the narthex after the 8:30 service. We will have 
alternative gifts, starting at five dollars, available from Smile 
Train. Millions of children in developing countries are suffering 
with cleft lip and palate. The Smile Train provides life changing 
free cleft surgery which takes as little as 45 minutes and costs 
as little as $250. It gives desperate children not just a new 
smile – but a new life. 100% of your donations goes toward 
programs – 0% goes toward overhead. 

     
We appreciate all your help and generosity. Thank you 
 
    



 
        

 
 

*** In Appreciation *** 
 
 

Today's greeters are Robert, Renee, Jakob and Catherine 
Misbach. They live in Colchester and have been attending 
Colchester Federated Church since 2001. They enjoy 
spending time together camping, playing games and having 
movie nights. Jakob is 7 years old and is in the 2nd grade at 
Colchester Elementary School. He is a Cub Scout, loves 
soccer and basketball and enjoys working on his HO train 
hobby with Robert. Catherine is 4 years old attending 
Colchester Cooperative Nursery School. She likes ballet, 
gymnastics, coloring and playing with her baby dolls. 
 
The Ushers this week are Mary Tomasi at the 8:30 service 
and Steve Bradstreet and Gordon Archambault at the 10:00 
service.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The poinsettias in the church were given by: 
 
• Nancy Knapp in memory of Henry Knapp, Robert and Ida 

Patch 
• Dolores Sawchuk in memory of Walter H. Sawchuk, Carl 

A, Paula H and George W. Bengston 
• Jeannette Tomlinson In memory of all loved ones 
• Lori & Ed Hall in memory of Howard and Marge Johnson, 

Esther and Karen Hall 
• Lynne McCune in memory of Mellissa McCune, Harry 

McCune and Stanley A. Terry Jr. 
• Karen Monteleone in Loving memory of husband Ray 
• Jim Caronna in memory of Sandra and Dorothy Caronna 
• Amy Ferling in memory of Clayton, Hannah, and Butch 

Miller, Margaret and Oscar Ferling , George Johnsons 
• Jan & Barbara McKelvey in memory of our son, Jeffery 

McKelvey on his Christmas Birthday. Russell and Lauretta 
McKelvey, Albin & Nellie Anderson, The Kennedy Family 

• Shirley Pugh in memory of all loved ones 
• Jennifer Mitchell in memory of Jess and Ethel Greenberg 
• The Bradstreet Family in memory of Pam Lane 
• Silvija & David Wheeler in memory of Janis (John) and 

Milda Strazdins and Parker and Bessie Wheeler, 
Vilhalmina Karklins 

• Deborah & Terry Howard in memory of Carolyn M. Marvin  
• Rev. Linda Barnes in memory of Leon Ulrich and Elsie 

Ulrich 
• Tracy Gale in memory of Raymond Metzler, Howard and 

Eleanor Gale 
• Mark & Lorraine Tierney in Loving memory of Jennifer Neri 

Lorette 
• John & Shelly Hirsch in Loving memory of Charlotte and 

John Hirsch Sr. 
• Cheryl Anderson in Loving memory of Chester Sr., Olive, 

Dickie, Lester, Vannette, Fay and Donna 
• Lillian Brown in loving memory of Arthur Brown 
• Barbara Bosse in loving memory of Billy, Eddie and 

Mickey Revay and Kenneth Bosse 


